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attackers. Others may have been overcome with
the sadness of their position, but Knox declares
that he prophesied that his voice would yet ring
out from that pulpit. His constitution, never very
strong, was undermined by the rigours of the
galleys, and he was frequently ill. At no time,
however, did he doubt that he would yet conquer,
and no privation could break his independent
spirit.
The slaves in the galleys were chained to
benches which ran lengthwise along the ship.
During the day, an overseer kept order by means
of a whip ; at night the slaves slept under the
benches, in all seasons and in all weathers. Knox
found the time and opportunity to write a long
letter of advice to the congregation of St. Andrews,
and to summarise a treatise on "Justification,"
which he strongly recommended to the faithful.
Such work could hardly have been performed in
the conditions under which galley slaves are
usually represented as living, and it seems prob-
able that Knox received special treatment for at
least part of his captivity.
That captivity came to an end in the spring of
1549. Probably as a result of representations
from England, all the prisoners taken at St.
Andrews were released, and Knox and most of
the others were dispatched to England. Henry
VIII had died in 1547 (January 28), and Edward
VI had ascended die throne. Edward was only